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trellis work which had to be lined with glass, usually
blue, less frequently crystal, and very rarely indeed
a rather feeble attempt to get a ruby colour. The
pierced sugar basin has usually a foot and a bale
handle. Marks on the solid patterns should be looked
for on the side, but the pierced basin is most often
marked on the bottom.
The invention of a plated copper wire led to the
manufacture of large numbers of baskets, and the
fashion was adapted also by the silversmiths. A not
very common form has ball, or ball and claw, or lion's
paw feet to raise the bottom off the table. That
class has frequently a rim well rolled over, and the
decorative motif of the body is allowed to exhaust
itself on the edge, or the pattern may begin in the rim
and die away on the curve near the bottom. When
such a pattern is repouss6, it is often nearly as effective
viewed from the inside as from the outside, although
chasing enhances the surface effect. This, it will be
noticed, is the opposite of the method of forming
porringers, in which the decoration is almost always
most pronounced below the waist of the vessel. When
buying a sugar basin it is desirable, if it has a bale, to
compare the marks on the body and the handle.
Converted goblets and other drinking vessels are not
* unknown.
The use of a narrow flat band of silver round the
edge of Old Sheffield sugar baskets, afforded the
engravers opportunities for introducing much dainty
decoration on these pieces, and when, as did happen,
the body was raised from metal on which the silver was
of good thickness, appropriate, if shallow, engraved
ornament, was often lavished on the rest of the surface.